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INTRODUCTION

Learning Objectives: 

• Understand the concept of gender, and be able to differentiate gender and sex

• Explain the importance of gender in water, and the relationship between water and 
gender

• Develop an understanding of the ‘water and gender’ agenda in the international 
society

• Be able to utilize the WWAP Toolkit for sex-disaggregated water data collection



UNESCO i-WSSM

Main Object

Legal Status

Related Program
UNESCO Category 
2 Centre

Water 
Security

SDGs

SDG6. Water 
and Sanitation South Korea, 

Daejeon City

International Centre for Water Security 
and Sustainable Management

IHP Program 9th Phase

- Mission : Support Water Security Strategies for 
Sustainable Development against Climate 
Change

- Vision : Equal and Safe Water Use and Better 
Quality of Human Life

Location

Objectives Integrated and Problem- Solving 
Research 

Case & Field-Oriented Education and 
Training

Global Network and Cooperation 
Platform



UNESCO i-WSSM

1. Integrated & Problem-solving Research



UNESCO i-WSSM

2. Education & Training Programmes



UNESCO i-WSSM

3. Global Network and Cooperation Platform 
1. International Water-related Events
1) Forum for International Cooperation Public Agencies in the Water 
Sector
2) Korea Water Resources Association Convention 2021
3) 2021 Korean Society of Water & Wastewater and Korean Society on 
Water
Environment Conference
4) 2021 Smart Water Grid International Conference
5) The 17th World Water Congress

2. UNESCO Family Activities
1) UNESCO C2C in Korea Cooperation Meeting

3. Cooperation Platform Activities
1) The 13th~14th AWC Board of Council Meeting

4. Decision-making and Operation
1) 2021 1st i-WSSM Executive Committee Meeting
2) 2021 2nd i-WSSM Executive Committee Meeting
3) Regular Session of 2022 Governing Board
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01 SDG 6: Water and Sanitation 

Water Security
“ The capacity of a population to safeguard access to adequate quantities of water of 
an acceptable quality for sustaining human and ecosystem health on a watershed 
basis, and to ensure efficient protection of life and property against water-related 
hazards such as floods, landslides, land subsidence, and droughts. ”

(UNESCO 2013)

The impact of water scarcity on GDP by 2050, relative to a baseline scenario with no scarcity
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01 SDG 6: Water and Sanitation 

Resource : https://www.geo41.com/impacts
changing-trends-in-resource-consumption 

Nexus : Water-Energy-Food
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What is gender?

02 Understanding Gender



Gender vs. Sex
“Gender refers to the roles and responsibilities of men and 
women that are created in our families, our societies and our 
cultures. The concept of gender also includes the 
expectations held about the characteristics, aptitudes 
and likely behaviours of both women and men (femininity 
and masculinity). Gender roles and expectations are learned.
They can change over time and they vary within and 
between cultures. Systems of social differentiation such as 
political status, class, ethnicity, physical and mental disability, 
age and more, modify gender roles. The concept of gender is 
vital because, applied to social analysis, it reveals how 
women’s subordination (or men’s domination) is socially 
constructed. As such, the subordination can be changed or 
ended. It is not biologically predetermined nor is it fixed 
forever.”

(UNESCO)

02 Understanding Gender



The Range of Gender Issues
History, Culture, Social & Political Norms, Practices, Values

02 Understanding Gender
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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
WATER AND GENDER



Gender in the Water Sector
Can you think of any examples?

03 The Relationship Between Water and Gender



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KCTVOqOgtvk

“Water and Gender” : 1. Water Collection

03 The Relationship Between Water and Gender





“Water and Gender” : Time Poverty

• Butterfly effect
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“Water and Gender” :
2. Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)

03 The Relationship Between Water and Gender



“Water and Gender” : Women’s Health
Why is this a gender issue?

1. Maternal and newborn health 
2. Menstrual hygiene
3. Violence against women

03 The Relationship Between Water and Gender



“Water and Gender” : 3. Governance

Governance is 'the range of political, social, economic and administrative systems that 
are in place to develop and manage water resources, and the delivery of water 
services, at different levels of society’ (Cleaver & Hamada, 2010)

02 The Relationship Between Water and Gender



The Wanaraniya Water Project

• Wanaraniya, Matale District, Sri Lanka
• 280 low-income households (about 1,000 people)
• 3 wells, 3 streams, 1 perennial river (6.5km away from the village)
• Vishaka Women’s Society à Dam and pipeline construction
• Positive impacts of the project:

• Better Sanitation and Hygiene
• Higher Income
• Women’s Empowerment
• Higher Education Levels

Aladuwaka, S., and Momsen, J. (2010). “Sustainable Development, water resources management and women’s empowerment: the Wanaraniya
Water Project in Sri Lanka.” Gender and Development, 18(1), pp. 43-58.
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Water and Gender in Numbers
% of tasks for taking 
care of water-borne 
diseases are women's

Million hours invested 
everyday by women and 
children to collect water

% of households in low and middle 
income countries said women are the 
main water collectors

% of countries have a 
gender policy in their 
water ministry

Times more efficient 
water governance when 
women are involved

140

Garcia, S. (2019). “Gender and Water.” Topic Review, Gender and Climate Change. Gender CC, Berlin.
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Why do we care?
03 The Relationship Between Water and Gender
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WATER AND GENDER
AS A GLOBAL AGENDA



The History of 
“Water and Gender”

04 Water and Gender as a Global Agenda



The History of 
“Water and Gender”
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UNESCO’s “Water and Gender”

04 Water and Gender as a Global Agenda



Incorporating Gender in Your Daily Work : 
“Gender Mainstreaming”

• UNESCO WWAP Water and Gender Toolkit

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/water/wwap/water-and-
gender/

04 Water and Gender as a Global Agenda



UNESCO WWAP Toolkit
• Booklet 1
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UNESCO WWAP Toolkit
• Booklet 2, 3 and 4
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Other Resources
04 Water and Gender as a Global Agenda



Information : CALL for PAPERS 



ANY QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?

Q & A



THANK YOU!

Ellie Dahae Park
Senior Programme Specialist
International Centre for Water Security and Sustainable Development (i-WSSM)
ellie007@unesco-iwssm.org
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