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The history of the University of Seoul is the history of Korea in view of social development. 

Since its establishment in 1918, the University of Seoul has changed its specialized area 

from agriculture, to industry in the 1970’s, and again to urban studies in the 1980’s. The 

university of Seoul has become more prestigious in recent years as it develops strategically 

Urban Studies. As the only university sponsored by the Seoul Metropolitan Government, 

the University of Seoul is leading the education and research in Urban Studies in Korea.

Urbanization becomes a crucial phenomenon now, and the developing world is where this 

drastic urbanization is occurring. For the first time, more than half of world population live 

in cities. Over 90 percent of urban growth is taking place in the developing world. 

Urbanization in the developing world was once considered unmanageable and hence 

restricted. However, the question is not how to constrain urbanization, but how to prepare 

for it, maximizing the benefits of urbanization while minimizing the negative externalities of 

congestion, crime, and slums. Urban planners and administrators need to understand city 

and urbanization for better quality of life and socioeconomic prosperity.

Seoul Metropolitan Government and University of Seoul (SMG-UOS) jointly offer a master 

degree program of urban planning and administration, especially designed for public 

officers of cities from developing countries. It aims to enable public officers to enhance their 

ability to improve quality of their citizens' lives by providing world-class theoretical 

knowledge and Seoul's practical development experiences.

The University of Seoul warmly welcomes to all the SMG-UOS Master of Urban 

Administration and Planning participants and encourages all of you to keep your passion.

Thank you.

In the midst of rapid urbanization during the process of compressed economic growth our 
country has accumulated unique experiences and know-hows in urban development and 
administration field. Such urban growth of the Republic of Korea has helped gain the 
attention of many countries abroad hoping for an opportunity of sharing the experience. 
Meanwhile, although our construction companies have won high reputation in 
infrastructure development such as road, harbor and plant construction, the turning point 
for a qualitative take off has become necessary as the competition with other development-
pursuing countries intensified.

Like so, having the domestic and foreign demand in consideration, providing a 
comprehensive solution relative to the urban development and management with our 
experience and know-hows and opening the way to the comprehensive package of urban 
development towards the whole world have become a national agenda that we must 
pursue. During the process, we anticipate further overseas expansion of the Korean 
construction companies by the development of new modules.

University of Seoul, which pioneered through the research and education of urban related 
fields, has met such demands of the current era by establishing the International School of 
Urban Sciences with the goal of fostering global city professionals in 2012. On one hand, we 
educate domestic city professionals so that they will be able to advance towards overseas 
urban development and management fields, and on the other hand, we provide foreign 
public officials the opportunity to learn the experience of Korea first-handedly by managing 
the International Urban Development Program (IUDP). In addition, our graduate school will be 
the platform on which domestic professionals and foreign public officials cultivate global 
perspectives and insights by interacting with each other and create an international network.
The ISUS is committed to establishing itself as the center of research and international 
cooperation in the area of urban sciences.

We expect your continued interest and support. Thank you.
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lll. Curriculumll. How to apply

SMG - Seoul Metropolitan Government

Procedure Application Due(Online) Document Review Zoom Interview Final Admission Decision Arrival in Korea

Date April 13, 2023 April 17 ~ 21, 2023 May 3 ~ 12, 2023 May 18, 2023 August 3, 2023

(* The programs are subject to change due to COVID-19 situation.)

Global Project Development 1, 2 / Research Methodology and Quantitative Analysis /

Thesis Seminar

19 Credits

Urban Planning and Development / Urban Design and Historic Preservation / E-Government /

Seminar on the Korean Territorial Development Strategies and Cases / Development of Smart City /

Urban Administration and Finance / Transportation and Infrastructure /

Seminar on Public Investment Management / Geographic Information Systems /

Urban Growth and Employment / Environment and Climate Change / Housing and Land Policy / 

Urban Transportation Policy / Transport and Sustainable Urban Development / 

Seminar on Public Private Partnerships / Internship

Master of Urban Administration and Planning

2023

3. The dates are subject to change. All dates are in Korean Standard Time (KST)

ISUS - International School of Urban Sciences

※ Any documents not written in Korean or English should be notarized in Korean or in English (All notarized translations should be issued
in the country where the documents are issued except for unavoidable cases.)"

※ All documents must be issued within 1 year from the very last day of documents submission.

Online Submission Hard copy submission by post ◎ Mandatory submission △ Optional submission

★
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